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James Clark Owens
7 July 1797 - January 1847

by Elaine Johnson

James was born to Benjamin and Barbara Owens in Dutchess, New York. His father died
when James was young in 1809. He married Abigail Cordelia Burr 8 June 1816. Their first child
was born in Onandaga county, New York, about 1817. His second child, Horace, wrote, "I . . . 
was born in the township of Mercer, Mercer, Penn.  . . .  My parents moved from there to the
state of Ohio before I can remember." James and Abigail were living in Mercer during the 1820
census. They lived in Trumbull county, Ohio, for a few years. His daughter Caroline was born in
the town of Warren in 1821. In 1828 another daughter was born in Mantua, Portage county.

James and his family were living in Nelson township, Portage, Ohio when James' son
joined the Mormon church. James and his wife Abigail were baptized the following June 1831.
They left Ohio for Missouri in early May 1832 and arrived in mid July. James settled on a farm
about twelve miles from Independence on the Big Blue River, with the Colesville branch. The
following winter he moved his family into Independence and started building a brick home near
the church's printing press. His home had barely been completed and the scaffolding was still up
the night the mob came to destroy the press. His daughter remembered climbing the scaffolding
and watching the destruction below.

James was a mason and helped to build the barracks at Fort Leavenworth, on the Kansas
side of the Missouri River. He was building a house and store for a prominent man in
Independence, whose name was also Owens, and who was a leader in the mob. The mob
marched past his house when they moved against the Mormons. The Saints were driven from
town across the river into Liberty. James was with them but returned to get his family and was
forced to stay to complete  the job. The man pledged his life and property that neither James nor
his family would be harmed. He lied.

When Zion's Camp came to aid the beleaguered Saints, the mob grew very excited and
decided to act first. They came to James' house and tried to bribe him into betraying "old Joe
Smith" but James told them no in very strong language. He could swear very "efficiently." They
began throwing rocks and shouting. The door was burst in and struck his wife Abigail knocking
her unconscious. After that day the Owens family suffered constant harassment. One night they
came to get James and he barred the door against them while his wife ran out the back door for
help. They broke down the door and James was badly hurt before rescue came. Twice when the
mob was rioting they stopped before the Owens house and shouted threats before moving on.
After the mason work was completed James had to hide from the mob several times.

Finally the mob lost the last of its tolerance. James received a note saying he would be
killed and his house burned if he and his family were not out of the county in one week. The day
he went to the river to arrange for the ferry, he was captured by one of the mob and compelled to
go with him. Three times the man stopped to speak with other men and each time James kept
walking and ducked into the bushes trying to escape. The third time he succeeded.
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He built a home for his family in Liberty, Clay county in March 1835 but had to abandon
it when the Saints were forced to move into Caldwell county. He built yet another home in Far
West in the southwest quarter of the city. It also had to be left behind when the Saints were
driven out of Missouri in 1839 under the threat of Governor Boggs' Extermination Order. During
the trial of the prophet and the other prisoners, James was called to testify.

As they traveled across Missouri that winter they came upon a family named Powell. The
man had a head injury caused by the mobs. His brains were oozing out but he carried his child
while his wife led their cow with their possessions tied to its back. James gave them a ride in his
wagon until others came along who had more room.

James signed the Missouri redress petition sent to the Congress of the United States. His
signature appears on the same page as that of his oldest son. They chose to live in Payson,
Adams county when they reached the safety of Illinois. In 1842 James and Abigail moved to
land on the Cluff River about four miles from Nauvoo.

The Owens family left Illinois in 1846. They traveled with the other members of the
church across Iowa. James left his family at Mt. Pisgah, north of Council Bluffs, and went
elsewhere to work. As he was returning home, he got lost in a snow storm in Decatur county on
the Iowa-Missouri border. He wandered half frozen for about fifteen days before he was found
by men out in the woods feeding their hogs. They gave him coffee but he couldn't eat. He told
them who his family was before he died. One of the men went to Council Bluffs with the news.
Abigail paid him to bring the body back only to see him return and say he couldn't find the
grave. There has been lingering suspicion that the enemies of the restoration had caught up with
him at last.

James was a large man, but he moved and spoke briskly. He was known to swear
occasionally. He was certainly a man of conviction with the courage to hold fast to his beliefs.
James Jr. said he learned to love the prophet Joseph Smith because of the things he heard his
father say about him.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




